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23 Walter Lock, A critical and exegetical commentary on the Pastoral epistles: I & II Timothy
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25 W. D, Mounce, Pastoral Epistles, WBC 46 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2000),
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27 Towner, Timothy and Titus, 44-47.
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Abstract

The Concept of Piety and Impiety in the Pastoral Epistles

Koo, Ki-Chung

In the New Testament, the closest terminology to Christian “spirituality”
is the term “piety”(evoéBeira). This terminology appears most frequently
in the pastoral letters, where the word is contrasted with the word
“impiety”(doéBeta). In the theological point of view, such a contrast is
significant for the word is closely connected with soteriology. In order to
explain the use of the terms, we investigated the origin of the word, the
Sitz im Leben of the community, and the contrast between the concept of
piety and impiety in the pastoral epistles. The primary question is: how
the concept of piety in the pastoral epistles is different from that of the
Hellenistic and Jewish concept?

After all, in the pastoral letters, the notion of piety seems to imply
that although the pagan world had a concept of reverence to their deities
and neighbors they were fundamentally ungodly people, and God
intended to establish a true pious community. But for many years, the
ungodly thought and acts against God prevailed among the people of
Israel, and finally Jesus founded his new eschatological community in
order to grant them a new understanding of reverence and an attitude of
life according the life and death of Jesus Christ. The central concept of
piety in the pastoral epistles is that Jesus is the only Savior, and he
wanted his people to avoid impiety, and maintain a good life. That is, if

Israel was destroyed because they followed the example of the secular



world, and then the messianic community must not repeat the same
mistake. So the pastoral epistles are saying that a pious life secures a

place in Heaven, but an impious life does not.

Key-Words: Piety, Impiety, Ethics, Salvation, Virtue, Good works





